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Vientiane & Luang Prabang: Laos Cultural

Discovery — 5 Days

5D / 4N Easy Private USD 491 / pax
Duration Difficulty Tour Type Starting From

This five-day, four-night journey unveils the cultural treasures of Laos, traversing from the modern capital of
Vientiane to the ancient royal city of Luang Prabang, a UNESCO World Heritage site. Experience sacred
temples, vibrant markets, and stunning natural landscapes.

I DESTINATIONS & ROUTE

Vientiane — Luang Prabang

I TOUR OVERVIEW

Overview of Your Laos Cultural Journey

Embark on a captivating 5-day, 4-night tour that introduces you to the heart of Laos. This meticulously crafted itinerary guides
you through Vientiane, the nation's charming capital, before whisking you away to the serene, UNESCO-listed city of Luang
Prabang. Witness ancient traditions, explore magnificent temples, and connect with local culture, all while surrounded by
breathtaking scenery.

From the bustling streets and riverside sunsets of Vientiane to the tranquil monastic life and cascading waterfalls of Luang
Prabang, this journey offers a balanced blend of historical insights and natural beauty. You'll discover Laos's rich heritage, its
spiritual core, and the warmth of its people.

Tour Highlights

Witness the serene sunset over the Mekong River in Vientiane.

Explore revered temples like Wat Sisaket and Wat Prakeo, showcasing ancient Buddhist art.

Visit the iconic That Luang Stupa and the impressive Patuxay Monument in the capital.

Enjoy a scenic domestic flight connecting Vientiane to the UNESCO World Heritage city of Luang Prabang.

Ascend Mount Phousi for a breathtaking panoramic sunset view over Luang Prabang and the Mekong.

Take a captivating boat trip on the Mekong River to the mysterious Pak Ou Caves, filled with Buddha images.

Discover traditional crafts and local life in various ethnic minority villages.

Participate in the sacred early morning alms-giving ritual with saffron-robed monks.

Relax and swim at the stunning multi-tiered Kuang Si Waterfall.

Tour the former Royal Palace, now the National Museum, to delve into Lao history.

Route Summary

Your adventure begins in Vientiane, where you'll spend your first day acclimatizing and exploring the city's key landmarks, from
ancient temples to local markets. On the second day, a short flight transports you north to Luang Prabang, the spiritual heart of
Laos. The remainder of your journey is dedicated to discovering Luang Prabang's unique charm, including its temples, the
Mekong River, Pak Ou Caves, and the natural beauty of Kuang Si Waterfall, before your departure.

Who This Tour Suits

This tour is ideal for all types of travelers seeking a concise yet comprehensive introduction to Laos. Whether you are a history
enthusiast, a culture seeker, or someone who appreciates serene landscapes and spiritual experiences, this itinerary offers
something for everyone. It's particularly well-suited for those with limited time who wish to experience the essence of Laos's two
most significant cities.
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Practical Information

The tour includes comfortable hotel accommodations, a domestic flight between Vientiane and Luang Prabang, and private
ground transportation. All entrance fees to specified attractions are covered, and an English-speaking guide will accompany you
throughout your journey, providing valuable insights into Lao culture and history. Meals are provided as indicated in the itinerary
(B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner), ensuring a hassle-free travel experience.

I TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

Witness the serene sunset over the Mekong River in Vientiane.

Explore revered temples like Wat Sisaket and Wat Prakeo, showcasing ancient Buddhist art.

Visit the iconic That Luang Stupa and the impressive Patuxay Monument in the capital.

Enjoy a scenic domestic flight connecting Vientiane to the UNESCO World Heritage city of Luang Prabang.
Ascend Mount Phousi for a breathtaking panoramic sunset view over Luang Prabang and the Mekong.

Take a captivating boat trip on the Mekong River to the mysterious Pak Ou Caves, filled with Buddha images.
Discover traditional crafts and local life in various ethnic minority villages.

Participate in the sacred early morning alms-giving ritual with saffron-robed monks.

Relax and swim at the stunning multi-tiered Kuang Si Waterfall.

Tour the former Royal Palace, now the National Museum, to delve into Lao history.

I DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY

Vientiane Arrival & Mekong Sunset Walk

Meals: D | Stay: Lao Poet Hotel | Transport: Private transfer, walking

Upon your arrival at Wattay Airport in Vientiane, a private transfer will meet you and take you directly to your centrally located
hotel. After checking in and taking a moment to refresh, you'll begin your exploration of the Lao capital with an orientation
walking tour. This initial stroll allows you to familiarize yourself with the city's relaxed pace and charming atmosphere.
As the day draws to a close, you'll make your way to the Mekong Riverside. Here, you can observe the daily routines of local
Lao people and enjoy a picturesque sunset over the river. The evening offers a gentle introduction to Vientiane's lifestyle,
setting a peaceful tone for your journey.
Activities: Arrive in Vientiane

Transfer to hotel

Orientation walking tour
Witness sunset by Mekong River
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Vientiane City Exploration & Flight to Luang Prabang

Meals: B/L | Stay: The Sanctuary Hotel | Transport: Private car/mini van, domestic flight, walking

Following breakfast, your day commences with a comprehensive tour of Vientiane's most significant landmarks. You'll visit Wat
Sisaket, renowned for its thousands of miniature Buddha statues, and Wat Prakeo, a former royal temple that once housed the
revered Emerald Buddha. Next, a stop at the imposing Patuxay Monument, often called Vientiane's Arc de Triomphe, provides
a fantastic photo opportunity before proceeding to the sacred That Luang Stupa, a national symbol of Laos.
The cultural exploration continues at the Central Market, also known as the Morning Market, where you can browse a variety of
goods, including handmade textiles, antique items, and local souvenirs. Afterwards, delve into the nation's past at the National
Museum (Revolutionary Museum), which displays artifacts and narratives recounting Laos's history from ancient times through
the revolutionary period. In the afternoon, you will board a short flight to Luang Prabang, a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage
city celebrated for its tranquility, natural beauty, and cultural richness. Upon arrival and transfer to your hotel, you'll enjoy a brief
rest. The evening invites a stroll through the vibrant Street Night Bazaar, showcasing local crafts and hill tribe textiles.
Conclude your day by climbing Mount Phousi to explore its gilded stupa and witness a breathtaking panoramic sunset over the
ancient city and the Mekong River.
Activities: Visit Wat Sisaket

Explore Wat Prakeo

Photograph Patuxay Monument

See That Luang Stupa

Shop at Morning Market

Tour National Museum

Fly to Luang Prabang

Browse Street Night Bazaar
Ascend Mount Phousi for sunset
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Luang Prabang Temples & Pak Ou Caves Mekong Cruise

Meals: B/L | Stay: The Sanctuary Hotel | Transport: Private car/mini van, boat

After breakfast, embark on a guided tour of Luang Prabang's most ancient and revered temples. You'll visit the impressive
Stupa of Wat Visoun, the shrine of Wat Aham, Wat Mai, Wat Sene, and the magnificent Wat Xiengthong, famous for its
gracefully sweeping roofs that epitomize classical Luang Prabang temple architecture.
Following your temple visits, you'll board a traditional boat for a serene journey upstream on the Mekong River. This scenic
cruise offers picturesque views of the tranquil countryside and leads you to the mysterious Pak Ou Caves. These sacred caves
are filled with thousands of gold-lacquered Buddha statues of various shapes and sizes, left by devotees over centuries. En
route, the boat will pause at Ban Xanghai village, known for its production of local rice wine, offering a glimpse into traditional
Lao craftsmanship.
On your return journey, you'll have the opportunity to visit several local villages, including Ban Xiengmene and Ban Chan, to
observe daily life. You'll also see the royal temple at Wat Longkhoun, once patronized by the royal family, and the nearby
Sackarine Caves. Crossing back to the city, a short drive takes you to Ban Phanom, a village celebrated for its exquisite hand
weaving, where you can see artisans at work.
Activities: Tour Wat Visoun, Wat Aham, Wat Mai, Wat Sene, Wat Xiengthong

Cruise Mekong River

Explore Pak Ou Caves

Visit Ban Xanghai village

See Ban Xiengmene, Ban Chan, Wat Longkhoun, Sackarine Caves
Drive to Ban Phanom
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Alms Giving, Markets & Kuang Si Waterfall

Meals: B/L | Stay: The Sanctuary Hotel | Transport: Private car/mini van, walking

Begin your day with an optional early morning experience by participating in the daily alms-giving ritual. Witness saffron-clad
monks collecting offerings, including sticky rice, from local devotees—a profound cultural spectacle. Afterwards, visit the
bustling Phosi Market, where you can observe a diverse array of local products, from dried buffalo skin and regional teas to
fresh produce and hill-tribe weavings.
Laos is renowned for its rich tapestry of traditional crafts, and today you will delve deeper into this heritage by visiting several
local ethnic minority villages. Explore Ban Quay, a Lao ethnic village; a Hmong Village; Ban Ou, a Laoloum village; and Ban
Thapene, a Khmu village, gaining insights into their distinct cultures and artisanal skills. The journey then takes you to the
breathtaking Khouangsi Waterfall, a multi-tiered cascade where you can enjoy swimming in its turquoise pools or leisurely
walks along the surrounding forest paths.
You will return to Luang Prabang in the late afternoon. The day concludes with another visit to Ban Phanom, the well-known
weaving village, offering a chance to further appreciate their craftsmanship. Later in the evening, observe the sunset from Wat
Siphouthabath, providing a serene end to a day filled with cultural and natural wonders.
Activities: Witness alms-giving ceremony

Visit Phosi Market

Explore Ban Quay, Hmong Village, Ban Ou, Ban Thapene

Swim/walk at Kuang Si Waterfall

Visit Ban Phanom weaving village
Observe sunset at Wat Siphouthabath

Royal Palace Museum & Departure from Luang Prabang

Meals: B | Transport: Private transfer

After breakfast, your final day in Luang Prabang begins with a visit to the National Museum, housed within the former Royal
Palace. This museum showcases a fascinating collection of artifacts that reflect the rich cultural heritage of Laos, spanning
from the era of early kings to the last sovereign. You'll gain a deeper understanding of the nation's royal history and artistic
traditions.
Next, explore the local silver smith's workshops, where you can observe intricate craftsmanship, and visit the Fine Arts School,
highlighting contemporary Lao artistry. A stop at the Central Market provides an excellent opportunity for last-minute souvenir
shopping, allowing you to take a piece of Laos home with you. Following these captivating visits, you will be transferred to the
airport to catch your departure flight, bidding farewell to this ancient and enchanting city.
Activities: Tour National Museum (Royal Palace)

Visit silver smith's and Fine Arts School

Explore Central Market
Depart from Luang Prabang
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I WHAT'S INCLUDED

INCLUDED NOT INCLUDED

v Hotel accommodation as specified or similar x  Drinks, except otherwise mentioned

v Domestic airport tax & air ticket Vientiane - Luang x International flight and international airport tax on
Prabang departure

v Private car/mini van x Insurance, Personal expenses & Tips

v Boat trip on Mekong River x Lao Visa - apply and issue at airport with cost 30$/pax

v All entrance fees

v English speaking guide

v All meals as per program

PRICE INCLUDES

Hotel accommodation as specified or similar

Domestic airport tax & air ticket Vientiane - Luang Prabang
Private car/mini van

Boat trip on Mekong River

All entrance fees

English speaking guide

< < < < < < < ===

All meals as per program

CANCELLATION POLICY

Tour Code: IMP-DOE79AD92E39
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