
ENJOY VIETNAM TRAVEL enjoyvietnamtravel.com

Vietnam Grand Tour: South to North Highlights &
Ha Long Bay – 15 Days
15D / 14N
Duration

Easy
Difficulty

Private
Tour Type

USD 778 / pax
Starting From

Journey from the vibrant south to the historic north of Vietnam on this comprehensive 15-day adventure.
Discover bustling cities, serene Mekong Delta waterways, French colonial hill stations, pristine beaches, ancient
towns, imperial capitals, and the breathtaking karst landscapes of Ha Long Bay.

DESTINATIONS & ROUTE

Ho Chi Minh City  →  Tay Ninh  →  My Tho  →  Can Tho  →  Da Lat  →  Nha Trang  →  Da Nang  →  Hoi An  →  Hue
→  Hanoi  →  Ha Long

TOUR OVERVIEW

Overview: A Comprehensive Journey Through Vietnam
Embark on an extensive 15-day exploration across Vietnam, tracing a path from the dynamic southern metropolis of Ho Chi
Minh City all the way to the elegant northern capital, Hanoi. This meticulously crafted itinerary allows travelers to experience the
country's diverse culture, rich history, and stunning natural beauty. From the intricate wartime tunnels and spiritual sites near Ho
Chi Minh City to the tranquil river life of the Mekong Delta, every day offers a new perspective on this captivating nation. You'll
transition through highland retreats, coastal paradises, and ancient trading ports, culminating in the majestic seascape of Ha
Long Bay.
Tour Highlights: Unforgettable Vietnamese Experiences
Witness the unique Cao Dai mid-day service and explore the historic Cu Chi Tunnels.
Cruise the Mekong Delta's canals, visit fruit orchards, and experience Cai Rang Floating Market.
Wander through Da Lat, Vietnam's charming hill station with French colonial architecture.
Relax on the white sandy beaches and explore the islands of coastal Nha Trang.
Discover the UNESCO-listed Hoi An Ancient Town with its Japanese Covered Bridge.
Explore Hue's Imperial Citadel and enjoy a sunset cruise on the Perfume River.
Experience the vibrant Old Quarter of Hanoi and its significant cultural sites.
Take a scenic boat trip through the limestone karsts and rice fields of Tam Coc.
Spend a night aboard a luxury cruise, kayaking and swimming in Ha Long Bay.
Route Summary: From Southern Dynamism to Northern Grandeur
Your adventure begins in Ho Chi Minh City, delving into its vibrant street life and historical surroundings. The journey then
sweeps south to the Mekong Delta's waterways before ascending to the cooler climes of Da Lat. A coastal interlude in Nha
Trang precedes a flight to Da Nang, leading to the charming ancient town of Hoi An. From there, you'll travel north to the
imperial city of Hue, followed by a flight to Hanoi. The northern leg includes excursions to the ancient capital of Hoa Lu and the
serene Tam Coc, culminating in an overnight cruise amidst the spectacular karsts of Ha Long Bay, before returning to Hanoi for
departure.
Who This Tour Suits: Diverse Travelers Seeking Depth
This extensive tour is designed for families, private groups, and all types of travelers who desire a deep and varied exploration
of Vietnam. Whether you are interested in historical landmarks, cultural immersion, natural landscapes, or culinary delights, this
itinerary offers a balanced blend of experiences. The pace allows for both guided exploration and moments of personal
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discovery, making it suitable for those who appreciate a comprehensive journey through one of Southeast Asia's most
fascinating countries.
Practical Information: Duration and Transport
This tour spans 15 days and 14 nights, providing ample time to absorb each destination. Transportation includes comfortable
private car transfers for road journeys, domestic flights to efficiently cover long distances between regions, and various boat
trips for unique water-based explorations in the Mekong Delta, Nha Trang, Tam Coc, and a memorable overnight cruise in Ha
Long Bay. All internal logistics are handled, ensuring a smooth and enjoyable travel experience.

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

* Witness the unique Cao Dai mid-day service and explore the historic Cu Chi Tunnels.

* Cruise the Mekong Delta's canals, visit fruit orchards, and experience Cai Rang Floating Market.

* Wander through Da Lat, Vietnam's charming hill station with French colonial architecture.

* Relax on the white sandy beaches and explore the islands of coastal Nha Trang.

* Discover the UNESCO-listed Hoi An Ancient Town with its Japanese Covered Bridge.

* Explore Hue's Imperial Citadel and enjoy a sunset cruise on the Perfume River.

* Experience the vibrant Old Quarter of Hanoi and its significant cultural sites.

* Take a scenic boat trip through the limestone karsts and rice fields of Tam Coc.

* Spend a night aboard a luxury cruise, kayaking and swimming in Ha Long Bay.

DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY

Day 1 Ho Chi Minh City Arrival & Urban Exploration

Stay: Ho Chi Minh City hotel   |   Transport: Private airport transfer

Upon your arrival at Tan Son Nhat Airport, a private transfer will be waiting to take you directly to your hotel in Ho Chi Minh City.
After settling in and refreshing, the remainder of the day is yours to spend at leisure. Depending on your arrival time and
energy levels, you might consider an initial exploration of the city center.
This bustling metropolis, formerly known as Saigon, offers a fascinating glimpse into local life. You could wander through the
downtown streets, observing the daily routines and diverse lifestyles of its residents. The city's dynamic energy is palpable,
with a constant flow of motorbikes, street vendors, and vibrant markets. Take this opportunity to acclimatize and perhaps
sample some initial Vietnamese flavors.

Activities: Arrive at Tan Son Nhat Airport
Transfer to hotel
Free time for city exploration
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Day 2 Cao Dai Temple Ceremony & Cu Chi Tunnels Discovery

Meals: B,L   |   Stay: Ho Chi Minh City hotel   |   Transport: Private car

Today's journey begins with a drive north from Ho Chi Minh City towards Tay Ninh, home to the Cao Dai sect's headquarters.
This unique religion, established in 1923, blends elements of Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism, attracting over two million
followers. Upon arrival, you'll visit the sect's strikingly ornate temple, a architectural marvel reflecting its syncretic nature.
The highlight of the visit is attending the mid-day service, where followers in colorful robes fill the hall, creating a memorable
spectacle. This offers a profound insight into Vietnamese spiritual practices. Following this cultural experience, the tour
continues to the renowned Cu Chi Tunnels.
The Cu Chi Tunnels represent an extraordinary feat of engineering and resilience by Vietnamese fighters during their struggle
for independence. This extensive underground network served as a military base for the Viet Cong during the American War,
featuring hidden hospitals, living quarters, and schools. Exploring these tunnels provides a stark reminder of the ingenuity and
determination displayed during wartime. You'll gain a deeper understanding of the historical context and the daily life within this
hidden world.

Activities: Drive to Tay Ninh
Visit Cao Dai Temple
Attend mid-day Cao Dai service
Continue to Cu Chi Tunnels
Explore the Cu Chi Tunnels network

Day 3 Mekong Delta Cruise & Can Tho Exploration

Meals: B,L   |   Stay: Can Tho hotel   |   Transport: Private car, Private boat

Depart from Ho Chi Minh City this morning, heading south towards the verdant landscapes of My Tho, a gateway to the
Mekong Delta. Here, you will board a private boat for a scenic cruise through the region's lush network of canals. The journey
offers picturesque views of the surrounding vegetation and local riverine life.
The boat will transport you to a local orchard, where you'll be treated to a delicious lunch at a riverside restaurant, featuring
fresh tropical fruits and regional specialties. This authentic culinary experience provides a taste of the delta's bounty. Afterward,
the itinerary includes a visit to the Dong Tam snake farm, an interesting facility that breeds snakes for various purposes,
including traditional snake wine production.
You will also stop at Vinh Trang Pagoda, a distinctive temple showcasing a unique architectural fusion of Asian and European
styles. As the day progresses, you'll travel to Can Tho City, often considered the heart of the Mekong Delta, where you will
check into your accommodation for the night.

Activities: Travel from Ho Chi Minh City to My Tho
Cruise Mekong Delta canals by private boat
Enjoy lunch at a local orchard
Visit Dong Tam snake farm
Explore Vinh Trang Pagoda
Continue to Can Tho City
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Day 4 Cai Rang Floating Market & Return to Ho Chi Minh City

Meals: B,L   |   Stay: Ho Chi Minh City hotel   |   Transport: Private boat, Private car

Awaken to the ambient sounds of the Mekong River, signaling the start of a new day. Your morning begins with a boat trip to
the Cai Rang Floating Market, one of the most vibrant and bustling markets in the Mekong Delta. Here, hundreds of small
boats converge, laden with goods, jostling for position as vendors trade their produce. This immersive experience offers a
genuine glimpse into the rural lifestyle of the Mekong Delta.
You'll have the opportunity to sample a variety of local fruits directly from the market boats. Following your market visit, your
guide will lead you back to the hotel, navigating through a labyrinth of smaller canals, providing further insight into the delta's
intricate waterways. A delicious lunch at a local restaurant is included before you begin your return journey to Ho Chi Minh City.
After the scenic drive back, you will check into your hotel in Ho Chi Minh City for an overnight stay, reflecting on the unique
experiences of the Mekong Delta.

Activities: Boat trip to Cai Rang Floating Market
Sample local fruits
Return to hotel via canals
Lunch at local restaurant
Drive back to Ho Chi Minh City

Day 5 Flight to Da Lat & Highland City Leisure

Meals: B   |   Stay: Da Lat hotel   |   Transport: Private airport transfer, Domestic flight

In the morning, you will transfer to the airport for a short domestic flight to Da Lat. Upon arrival in this charming highland city,
you'll immediately notice the refreshing, cooler climate, a welcome change from the southern plains. Da Lat was originally
established as a hill retreat by French colonials, seeking respite from the oppressive heat of the coastal areas and the Mekong
Delta.
The day is allocated for you to soak up the atmosphere and enjoy free time to wander at your own pace. This provides an
excellent opportunity to catch your first impressions of the town. Da Lat is gracefully situated around a serene lake, enveloped
by fragrant pine forests, cascading waterfalls, and rolling countryside, offering a picturesque setting for relaxation and gentle
exploration.
You can leisurely stroll through the city, admire its unique architecture, or simply enjoy the tranquil environment before settling
in for the night.

Activities: Transfer to airport
Fly to Da Lat
Transfer to hotel
Free time to explore Da Lat
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Day 6 Da Lat's Imperial Legacy to Coastal Nha Trang

Meals: B,L   |   Stay: Nha Trang hotel   |   Transport: Private car

Begin your day with an invigorating walk around Da Lat town, taking in its distinctive charm. Subsequently, a short drive will
lead you past picturesque pine hills to the summer residence of Emperor Bao Dai, Vietnam's last emperor, who abdicated in
1945. This historical site offers a glimpse into royal life during a pivotal period.
The tour continues with visits to the tranquil Lam Ty Ni Pagoda and the architecturally eccentric Hang Nga Guesthouse,
famously known as the 'Crazy House' due to its bizarre and imaginative design. Before departing Da Lat, you'll also explore the
central market and the old railway station, both reflecting the city's unique heritage. Afterward, you will travel by road through
undulating terrains towards the scenic coastal town of Nha Trang.
Along the route, stops are made at the breathtaking Ngoan Muc Pass, offering panoramic views, and the ancient Po Klong
Jarai Cham Towers. These remarkable structures provide insight into the rich culture and colorful history of the Cham people,
adding a historical dimension to your journey before arriving in Nha Trang for the night.

Activities: Walk around Da Lat town
Visit Emperor Bao Dai's summer residence
Explore Lam Ty Ni Pagoda and 'Crazy House'
Visit Da Lat central market and old rail station
Drive to Nha Trang via Ngoan Muc Pass
Stop at Po Klong Jarai Cham Towers
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Day 7 Nha Trang Island Hopping & Coastal Culture

Meals: B,L   |   Stay: Nha Trang hotel   |   Transport: Private boat, Private car

Nha Trang is celebrated for its glorious sunny weather, crystal-clear turquoise waters, and expansive white sandy beaches,
making it one of Vietnam's most popular beach destinations. After breakfast, you will board a boat for a full-day excursion
exploring the beautiful coastal islands surrounding the city.
During the island trip, a stop will be made at a local fishing village, providing an opportunity to observe the daily life and
traditions of the island communities. The day is generously scheduled for leisure activities on the pristine blue waters, allowing
ample time for swimming, snorkeling, or simply relaxing on a secluded beach. A fresh seafood lunch will be served, enhancing
your coastal experience.
You will return to Nha Trang town in the late afternoon. The day concludes with visits to the Long Son Pagoda, home to a giant
white Buddha statue, and the impressive Ponagar Cham Towers, which stand majestically overlooking the colorful fishing port,
offering stunning views and a touch of ancient history.

Activities: Boat trip around Nha Trang's coastal islands
Visit a local fishing village
Swim and snorkel in the clear waters
Relax on a beach
Enjoy a seafood lunch
Visit Long Son Pagoda
Explore Ponagar Cham Towers

Day 8 Flight to Da Nang & Hoi An Ancient Town Discovery

Meals: B   |   Stay: Hoi An hotel   |   Transport: Private airport transfer, Domestic flight, Private car

This morning involves an early transfer to Nha Trang airport for a domestic flight to Da Nang. Upon arrival, you will be met and
driven the short distance to Hoi An, a town steeped in history and charm. Originally a significant Cham seaport, Hoi An has
been shaped over centuries by diverse trading cultures, resulting in a unique architectural and cultural tapestry.
Hoi An is a tranquil and delightful destination with numerous attractions. Your visit will include an enchanting walking tour
through its small streets, revealing famous landmarks such as the iconic Japanese Covered Bridge, the Pottery Museum, and
the remarkably preserved 200-year-old Tamky House. You'll also explore the Chua Ong Pagoda and experience the lively
atmosphere of the local market.
The low-tiled houses and various assembly halls scattered throughout the town vividly reflect Hoi An's rich multicultural past.
This immersive walking tour provides a comprehensive introduction to this UNESCO World Heritage site, allowing you to
absorb its serene beauty and historical significance before settling into your accommodation for the night.

Activities: Transfer to Nha Trang airport
Fly to Da Nang
Transfer to Hoi An
Walking tour of Hoi An Ancient Town
Visit Japanese Covered Bridge, Pottery Museum, Tamky House, Chua Ong Pagoda, local market
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Day 9 Leisure Day in Hoi An or Beach Relaxation

Meals: B   |   Stay: Hoi An hotel

Today offers a full day of leisure, providing you with the flexibility to further explore the captivating ancient town of Hoi An at
your own pace. You might choose to revisit some of the charming spots discovered yesterday, delve deeper into the local craft
shops, or simply enjoy the relaxed ambiance of this UNESCO World Heritage site.
Alternatively, for those seeking relaxation, the beautiful Cua Dai Beach is an excellent option. You can spend the day
unwinding on its sandy shores, swimming in the clear waters, or enjoying the coastal breeze. Hoi An is also renowned for its
tailor shops, offering an opportunity to have custom-made clothing created. This free day allows for personal interests and
preferences to guide your activities, ensuring a truly personalized experience in this picturesque Vietnamese town.

Activities: Free time to explore Hoi An Ancient Town
Relax at Cua Dai Beach
Shopping or personal activities

Day 10 Scenic Drive to Hue & Imperial City Exploration

Meals: B,L   |   Stay: Hue hotel   |   Transport: Private car, Boat cruise

This morning, you will embark on a scenic three-hour drive north to Hue, Vietnam's former imperial capital. The journey itself is
an experience, featuring a stop at the breathtaking Hai Van Pass, known for its dramatic coastal views, and the picturesque
Lang Co Beach, offering stunning photo opportunities.
Upon arrival in Hue, your exploration of the city begins. You will visit the historic Citadel, a vast complex that once housed the
imperial city and the Forbidden Purple City, the exclusive domain of the emperor and his family. These sites offer a profound
insight into Vietnam's royal past and intricate architecture.
As evening approaches, you will enjoy a serene sunset cruise on the Perfume River. This tranquil journey provides a unique
perspective of Hue's landscapes and leads to a visit to the iconic Thien Mu Pagoda, a seven-story pagoda that is one of the
city's most enduring symbols. After a day rich in history and scenic beauty, you will settle into your hotel in Hue for the night.

Activities: Drive to Hue
Stop at Hai Van Pass and Lang Co Beach
Tour Hue Citadel and Forbidden Purple City
Sunset cruise on Perfume River
Visit Thien Mu Pagoda
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Day 11 Flight to Hanoi & Capital City Cultural Immersion

Meals: B,L   |   Stay: Hanoi hotel   |   Transport: Private airport transfer, Domestic flight, Private car

In the morning, you will transfer to the airport for a domestic flight to Hanoi, the colonial capital city of Vietnam. Hanoi presents
a unique blend of Asian charm with its tree-lined boulevards, elegant French colonial architecture, serene lakes, and ancient
oriental pagodas and temples. This afternoon is dedicated to discovering the city's artistic and intellectual heart.
You will explore the fascinating Old Quarter, a labyrinth of hundreds of specialty shops, each historically dedicated to a specific
trade. Here, you can find a diverse array of goods, including silk clothing, intricate lacquer-ware, embroidered linens, bamboo
products, and traditional ceremonial objects. The Old Quarter is also an excellent place for people-watching at stylish cafes or
browsing impressive modern art in the city's numerous galleries.
The itinerary also includes visits to some of Hanoi's main cultural attractions, such as the Fine Arts Museum, showcasing
Vietnamese artistic heritage, and the Temple of Literature, Vietnam's first national university. After a day of cultural immersion,
you will spend the night in Hanoi.

Activities: Transfer to airport
Fly to Hanoi
Transfer to hotel
Explore Hanoi's Old Quarter
Visit Fine Arts Museum and Temple of Literature

Day 12 Hoa Lu Ancient Capital & Tam Coc River Excursion

Stay: Hanoi hotel   |   Transport: Private car, Boat trip

Today, you will depart from Hanoi for a two-hour drive to Hoa Lu, the ancient capital of Vietnam from 968 AD to 1010 AD during
the Dinh and early Le Dynasties. Although much of the original capital has faded, its legacy endures through two small, nearly
thousand-year-old temples dedicated to the Dinh and Le Rulers. You will visit these significant remaining structures, gaining
insight into Vietnam's early imperial history.
Following the temple visits, an opportunity arises to climb 200 steps to the summit of Ma Yen Mountain. From this vantage
point, you are rewarded with a fantastic panoramic view of the surrounding areas, showcasing the region's natural beauty. The
next destination on your trip is Tam Coc, often referred to as the

Activities: Drive to Hoa Lu
Visit Dinh and Le Rulers temples
Climb Ma Yen mount for panoramic views
Drive to Tam Coc
Take a boat trip through Tam Coc grottoes
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Day 13 Ha Long Bay Cruise & Lan Ha Bay Exploration

Meals: B,L,D   |   Stay: Stellar of the Seas cruise   |   Transport: Private transfer, Speedboat, Cruise ship

Begin your day with a scenic 2.5-hour road journey from Hanoi to Ha Long Bay, traveling via the 5B highway in a comfortable
vehicle. Upon arrival at Tuan Chau marina, you will be transferred by speedboat to your luxurious cruise ship, Stellar of the
Seas. A warm welcome awaits aboard, complete with a refreshing drink, followed by a meet-and-greet with the captain and
crew, along with a crucial safety briefing.
As the ship sets sail, a delicious lunch will be served. After checking into your cabin, you'll have time to relax and unwind. The
cruise continues through picturesque islets such as Con Vit and Thumb, passing Gia Luan harbor in the Cat Ba area. The
highlight of the afternoon is discovering a natural lagoon area within Lan Ha Bay, where the anchor will be dropped for activities
like kayaking, swimming, or simply sunbathing on the deck in a private, tranquil setting.
Early evening brings a gathering on the sundeck to watch the sunset, accompanied by a complimentary cocktail demonstration
during a sunset party. This is an ideal time to socialize, share travel stories, or simply enjoy the views. You can also utilize the
seasonal swimming pool, golf course, or fitness area. An engaging cooking demonstration follows, where the chef will guide
you in preparing traditional Vietnamese spring rolls, offering insight into local culinary culture. Dinner is served al fresco by the
swimming pool, featuring a fresh food menu. The evening offers a selection of cocktails at the panoramic bar, a visit to the wine
and cigars cellar, or onboard activities like board games, movies, or squid fishing, with optional massage services available.
You will spend the night onboard the cruise.

Activities: Road journey from Hanoi to Tuan Chau marina
Speedboat transfer to Stellar of the Seas cruise
Welcome drink and safety briefing
Lunch served onboard
Check into cabin
Cruise through Con Vit islet, Thumb islet, Gia Luan harbor
Explore Lan Ha Bay lagoon for kayaking or swimming
Enjoy sunset party with cocktails demonstration
Participate in a cooking demonstration
Dinner served by the swimming pool
Evening activities: bar, cellar, boardgames, movies, squid fishing, massage
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Day 14 Ha Long Bay Morning Activities & Return to Hanoi

Meals: B,L   |   Stay: Hanoi hotel   |   Transport: Cruise ship, Private transfer

Wake up to the serene beauty of Ha Long Bay and continue your exploration of its stunning landscapes. This morning provides
another opportunity to move around the bay, discovering more secluded areas perfect for swimming or kayaking. Enjoy the
tranquility of the emerald waters and the majestic limestone karsts one last time.
Around midday, the cruise ship will begin its return journey to the main harbor. After disembarking, you will be transferred to an
awaiting vehicle for the comfortable road journey back to Hanoi. This allows for reflection on the breathtaking scenery and
experiences of Ha Long Bay.
Upon arrival in Hanoi, you will check into your hotel for an overnight stay, with the evening free to relax or revisit a favorite spot
in the city.

Activities: Morning swimming or kayaking in Ha Long Bay
Return to main harbor
Transfer from Ha Long Bay to Hanoi
Check into Hanoi hotel

Day 15 Hanoi Departure Day

Meals: B   |   Transport: Private airport transfer

Today marks the final day of your comprehensive Vietnam tour. You will have free time in the morning to relax at your hotel,
perhaps enjoy a final Vietnamese coffee, or undertake some last-minute souvenir shopping in Hanoi.
Depending on your flight schedule, you might choose to revisit a favorite area of the city or explore a new corner you missed
earlier. As per your departure arrangements, a private transfer will be provided to Noi Bai Airport for your international flight,
concluding your unforgettable journey through Vietnam.

Activities: Free time in Hanoi
Transfer to Noi Bai Airport
Depart from Hanoi

WHAT'S INCLUDED

INCLUDED

v Private door-to-door pick-up & drop-off services.

v All private transportation.

v Accommodation shared in Double room with daily
breakfast.

v Experienced English speaking local tour guides.

NOT INCLUDED

x International flights & Departure taxes.

x Internal flight ticket (quoted separately).

x Personal expenses, tips and gratuities.

x Travel insurance.

x Beverage.
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v Private boat trips as per tour.

v Meals as stated in the itinerary (B: Breakfast ; L: Lunch ;
D: Dinner).

v All sightseeing tickets.

v Vietnam Visa On Arrival pre-approved letter.

v Services charges and government tax.

v Exclusive and personalized single agent/single customer
service.

v No extra charge after services confirmation.

v 24/7 hotline support.

x Peak season or Public holidays surcharge.

x Compulsory Gala dinner on X-Mas or New Year.

x Vietnam visa stamp fee (US$ 25 & 01 passport photo
each person).

x Other services not mentioned above.

PRICE INCLUDES

v Private door-to-door pick-up & drop-off services.

v All private transportation.

v Accommodation shared in Double room with daily breakfast.

v Experienced English speaking local tour guides.

v Private boat trips as per tour.

v Meals as stated in the itinerary (B: Breakfast ; L: Lunch ; D: Dinner).

v All sightseeing tickets.

v Vietnam Visa On Arrival pre-approved letter.

v Services charges and government tax.

v Exclusive and personalized single agent/single customer service.

v No extra charge after services confirmation.

v 24/7 hotline support.

CANCELLATION POLICY

Tour Code: IMP-5C2CB7FF5EE9
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