enjoyvietnamtravel.com

Vietham's Northern & Southern Wonders: Cities,

Bay & Delta — 12 Days

12D / 11N Easy Group USD 1,170 / pax
Duration Difficulty Tour Type Starting From

Explore the diverse landscapes and rich cultural heritage of Vietnam on this 12-day small group tour, traveling
from the ancient capital of Hanoi to the vibrant Mekong Delta. Experience iconic sites, cruise Ha Long Bay, and
delve into local life.

I DESTINATIONS & ROUTE

Hanoi — HalLong — Hoi An — Hue — Ho Chi Minh City

I TOUR OVERVIEW

Tour Overview

This comprehensive 12-day journey invites travelers to uncover the essential highlights of Vietnam, spanning from its northern
charm to its southern vibrancy. Designed for first-time visitors and those seeking a deeper cultural connection, the itinerary
balances historical exploration with natural beauty. Participants will navigate bustling cities, relax on a scenic cruise, and engage
with authentic local experiences, all while traveling in a small group setting.

Journey Highlights

Experience the timeless appeal of Hanoi's Old Quarter and significant historical landmarks.

Spend a night cruising through the breathtaking limestone karsts of Ha Long Bay.

Wander the lantern-lit streets of Hoi An Ancient Town, a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Discover the imperial history of Hue, including its Citadel and tranquil pagodas.

Explore the intricate underground network of the Cu Chi Tunnels.

Journey through the lush waterways and local villages of the Mekong Delta.

Savor authentic Vietnamese cuisine, from street food to local specialties.

Your Route Through Vietnam

The adventure begins in Hanoi, Vietnam's capital, where you'll explore its rich history and vibrant street life. From there, a
memorable overnight cruise awaits in the spectacular Ha Long Bay. The journey then shifts south with a flight to Da Nang,
leading to the charming ancient town of Hoi An. Next, you'll travel to the former imperial city of Hue, steeped in royal heritage.
The final leg takes you to the dynamic Ho Chi Minh City, with excursions to the historic Cu Chi Tunnels and the picturesque
Mekong Delta before your departure.

Who Will Love This Trip

This tour is ideally suited for seniors and groups seeking a well-organized yet flexible exploration of Vietnam's key attractions. It
appeals to those interested in cultural immersion, historical insights, and stunning natural scenery. Travelers who appreciate the
convenience of a small group setting, allowing for both camaraderie and personal space, will find this itinerary particularly
rewarding.

Practical Travel Information

Accommodation throughout the tour includes a mix of comfortable hotels and an overnight cruise, ensuring a restful experience.
Transportation is handled by a combination of domestic flights, private cars, and shuttle buses, along with boat trips in Ha Long
Bay and the Mekong Delta. An English-speaking local guide accompanies the group for all in-tour activities, providing valuable
insights and assistance. Meals are provided as indicated, offering a taste of local flavors.
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I TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

Explore Hanoi's ancient quarter and significant cultural sites, including the Temple of Literature.
Enjoy an overnight cruise experience amidst the dramatic limestone scenery of Ha Long Bay.
Discover the UNESCO-listed Hoi An Ancient Town with a guided walking tour.

Uncover the imperial past of Hue by visiting its Citadel and Thien Mu Pagoda.

Gain insight into wartime history at the extensive Cu Chi Tunnels network.

Navigate the verdant waterways of the Mekong Delta, observing local life and craft.

Savor traditional Vietnamese meals and regional culinary specialties throughout your journey.

I DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY

Hanoi Arrival & Evening Exploration

Upon your arrival at Noi Bai International Airport in Hanoi, a dedicated tour guide will greet you at Pole No. 10 outside the

terminal. You will then be transferred directly to your hotel for check-in. Standard check-in time is typically 2:00 PM. The
remainder of your first day is free for personal leisure, allowing you to settle in and begin to soak up the atmosphere of
Vietnam's capital city.
For those eager to start exploring, Hanoi offers a wealth of opportunities. Consider wandering through the charming streets of
the Old Quarter, famous for its narrow lanes, traditional architecture, and vibrant street vendors. This area is perfect for an
initial glimpse into local life and perhaps a taste of authentic Vietnamese street food.
Alternatively, optional city tours are available to enhance your experience. You might choose a guided Hanoi Street Food
Walking Tour to sample local delicacies or a Hanoi Foodie Tour by Motorbike at Night for a more adventurous culinary journey.
These optional activities provide a deeper dive into Hanoi's culture and flavors.
Activities: Arrive at Noi Bai International Airport

Transfer to hotel in Hanoi

Check into accommodation

Explore Hanoi Old Quarter independently (optional)

Join a Hanoi Street Food Walking Tour (optional)
Experience a Hanoi Foodie Tour by Motorbike at Night (optional)
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Hanoi Historical & Cultural Highlights

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Begin your day with a half-day exploration of Hanoi's most significant landmarks. Your guide will meet you at the hotel between
8:00 AM and 8:30 AM to commence the tour. The first stop is the Temple of Literature, Vietnam's first national university. Here,
you can wander through its diverse buildings and serene gardens, gaining insight into the country's educational and cultural
heritage.
Next, visit the One Pillar Pagoda, a distinctive Buddhist temple known for its unique architecture resembling a lotus blossom
rising from the water. This spiritual site offers a peaceful atmosphere for reflection. Following this, pay respects at the Ho Chi
Minh Mausoleum, an important national monument where Vietnamese citizens honor their revered leader. Please note that
photography is only permitted from the outside, and the mausoleum has specific closing days.
The tour continues to Tran Quoc Pagoda, the oldest Buddhist temple in Hanoi, beautifully situated by West Lake. Its elegant
architecture and historical significance make it a captivating stop. The morning concludes with lunch at a local restaurant,
providing a taste of regional cuisine. Afterwards, your guide will return you to your hotel, leaving your afternoon free for
personal pursuits.
For those seeking further adventure, consider an optional Hanoi Sunset Biking & Food Tour or a Decoding the Imperial Citadel
of Thang Long Night Tour. Alternatively, a relaxing massage retreat can be arranged for a tranquil afternoon.
Activities: Visit the Temple of Literature

Explore the One Pillar Pagoda

See the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum (exterior viewing)

Discover Tran Quoc Pagoda

Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant

Return to hotel

Optional Hanoi Sunset Biking & Food Tour

Optional Decoding the Imperial Citadel of Thang Long Night Tour
Optional massage retreat
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Ha Long Bay Overnight Cruise Adventure

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner | Stay: Overnight on Cruise | Transport: Shuttle Bus, Cruise

Following breakfast at your Hanoi hotel, a driver will pick you up at 8:00 AM for the scenic journey to Ha Long Bay's cruise port.
Upon arrival, the friendly cruise staff will assist with your check-in procedures. As you board your elegant vessel, you'll be
welcomed with a refreshing drink and a brief orientation on the cruise and safety guidelines.
A delicious lunch will be served onboard as the cruise gracefully sails into the more secluded and breathtaking areas of the
bay. The afternoon is dedicated to an array of exciting activities. You'll have the opportunity to swim in the emerald waters,
explore mysterious caves by kayak, or simply relax and take in the stunning limestone karsts that punctuate the seascape.
Later, return to the cruise ship for a Viethamese cooking class, where you can learn to prepare traditional spring rolls. As
evening approaches, take advantage of the Happy Hour on the sundeck, sipping cocktails while enjoying the panoramic views.
A tasty dinner will be served in the cruise's restaurant, followed by various onboard entertainment options such as board
games, squid fishing, night movies, or karaoke.
Activities: Transfer from Hanoi to Ha Long Bay cruise port

Check-in and welcome drink on cruise

Enjoy lunch onboard while cruising

Participate in swimming or kayaking to explore caves

Attend a Vietnamese cooking class

Enjoy Happy Hour on the sundeck

Dine at the cruise restaurant
Engage in evening onboard activities (board games, squid fishing, movies, karaoke)
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Ha Long Bay Exploration & Return to Hanoi

Meals: Breakfast, Brunch | Stay: Hotel in Hanoi | Transport: Cruise, Shuttle Bus

Wake up to the serene beauty of Ha Long Bay and start your day with an invigorating Tai Chi session on the sundeck, focusing
on deliberate movements and breathing exercises. For those who prefer a more relaxed start, you can enjoy a leisurely
morning before breakfast. After your meal, the cruise will embark on a new excursion, taking you to discover another renowned
attraction within Ha Long Bay.
Around 10:00 AM, you will return to the main ship to pack your luggage and prepare for check-out. A delightful brunch will be
served onboard as the cruise makes its way back to the port. By noon, your driver will be waiting to transfer you back to your
hotel in Hanoi.
Upon reaching your accommodation in Hanoi's Old Quarter, the rest of your afternoon and evening are free for independent
exploration. Take this opportunity to revisit favorite spots, discover new hidden alleys, or simply relax and soak in the city's
unique charm. Indulge in some street food from local vendors or browse the shops for souvenirs.
Activities: Join a Tai Chi session on the sundeck

Enjoy breakfast onboard

Explore another attraction in Ha Long Bay

Return to cruise for check-out and brunch

Transfer back to Hanoi
Free time to explore Hanoi Old Quarter independently

Flight to Da Nang & Arrival in Hoi An

Meals: Breakfast | Stay: Hotel in Hoi An | Transport: Car, Airplane

Today marks your departure from Hanoi as you head to the next captivating destination of your Vietnamese adventure. After
breakfast at your hotel, a driver will transfer you to Noi Bai International Airport for your domestic flight to Da Nang. The flight
provides an opportunity to see Vietnam's diverse landscapes from above as you travel south.
Upon your arrival at Da Nang Airport, another driver will be waiting to take you on a short, scenic drive to your hotel in the
charming town of Hoi An. This transition allows you to experience a different pace of life and architectural style.
The afternoon and evening are yours to enjoy at leisure. Settle into your Hoi An accommodation, then step out to begin
exploring this enchanting town. Renowned for its relaxed atmosphere and beautifully preserved vintage architecture, Hoi An
offers a delightful contrast to the bustling energy of Hanoi. Take a gentle stroll, absorb the serene ambiance, or simply unwind
at your hotel.
Activities: Have breakfast at the hotel

Transfer to Noi Bai International Airport

Fly from Hanoi to Da Nang

Transfer from Da Nang Airport to Hoi An hotel

Check into hotel in Hoi An
Free time to relax or explore Hoi An independently
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Hoi An Ancient Town Walking Tour

Meals: Breakfast | Stay: Hotel in Hoi An

Prepare for a captivating half-day walking tour through Hoi An Ancient Town, a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Site. Your
exploration begins at the vibrant Hoi An Market, a sensory delight filled with sights, sounds, and aromas, offering a fantastic
opportunity for souvenir shopping and observing local commerce.
Next, visit the Phuc Kien Chinese Assembly Hall, an impressive structure featuring colorful gates, intricate dragon statues, and
ornate rooftops. Here, you'll learn about ancestor worship and witness locals making traditional offerings. Continue your
journey through Hoi An's remarkably preserved old houses, such as the Phung Hung Ancient House and Tan Ky Ancient
House, both standing strong for over two centuries, showcasing traditional Vietnamese architecture and merchant life.
Delve deeper into local culture at the Museum of Folk Culture, housed within a 150-year-old Chinese merchant home,
displaying artifacts that depict daily life in ancient Hoi An. Don't miss the Hoi An Traditional Performing Arts House, where you
can enjoy local artistic performances. The tour culminates at the iconic Japanese Covered Bridge, a 400-year-old landmark
connecting the Japanese and Chinese communities.
Conclude your exploration by strolling through Hoi An's handicraft shops, art galleries, and charming laneways, allowing you to
fully appreciate the town's timeless appeal and local neighborhoods.
Activities: Visit Hoi An Market

Explore Phuc Kien Chinese Assembly Hall

Tour Phung Hung Ancient House and Tan Ky Ancient House

Discover the Museum of Folk Culture

Watch performances at Hoi An Traditional Performing Arts House

Cross the Japanese Covered Bridge
Stroll through handicraft shops and art galleries
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Journey to Hue & City Leisure

Meals: Breakfast | Stay: Hotel in Hue | Transport: Car

After enjoying breakfast at your hotel in Hoi An, you will have some free time to pack your belongings and prepare for your
transfer to Hue. The scenic road journey to this ancient capital takes approximately two hours, offering glimpses of the
Vietnamese countryside as you travel north.
Upon your arrival in Hue, the hotel staff will extend a warm welcome and assist you with the check-in process. The remainder
of the day is at your leisure, providing a perfect opportunity to relax after your transfer or to begin your independent exploration
of the city.
Hue, with its rich imperial history, offers many fascinating sights. If you prefer a guided experience, consider booking one of the
optional tours available, such as a Hue Street Food Tour on Foot to sample local delicacies, a Taste of Hue by Night on Cyclo
for a unique evening perspective, or an Authentic Home Dining Experience to immerse yourself in local culinary traditions.
Activities: Enjoy breakfast at the hotel

Transfer from Hoi An to Hue by road

Check into hotel in Hue

Free time to explore Hue independently

Optional Hue Street Food Tour on Foot

Optional Taste of Hue by Night on Cyclo
Optional Hue Authentic Home Dining Experience
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Hue Imperial City Exploration

Meals: Breakfast | Stay: Hotel in Hue | Transport: Car

Your day begins with a pick-up from your hotel between 8:00 AM and 8:30 AM for a half-day city tour, designed to showcase
the best of Hue, from its ancient royal architecture to the vibrant rhythm of local life. The first significant attraction you will visit
is the Thien Mu Pagoda, a renowned Buddhist site and an unofficial symbol of the city, gracefully situated on the banks of the
Perfume River.
The journey continues with an exploration of the Imperial Citadel, a magnificent complex that served as the former capital
during the Nguyén Dynasty. Recognized as a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage site since 1993, the Citadel offers a profound
glimpse into Vietnam's imperial past with its intricate palaces, temples, and gates. Wander through its historic grounds and
imagine life within its walls.
To experience local commerce and perhaps test your bargaining skills, the tour includes a visit to Dong Ba Market. This
bustling market is an excellent place to observe daily life, find unique souvenirs, and interact with local vendors. At the
conclusion of your expedition, the driver will bring you back to your hotel, leaving your afternoon free for personal activities.
For culinary enthusiasts, an optional Hue Night Culinary Tour is available, starting at 6:00 PM. This tour offers an interesting
itinerary to sample Hue specialties and includes a cyclo ride, providing a delightful evening experience.
Activities: Visit Thien Mu Pagoda

Explore the Imperial Citadel

Browse Dong Ba Market

Return to hotel
Optional Hue Night Culinary Tour with cyclo ride
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Flight to Ho Chi Minh City & Southern Arrival

Meals: Breakfast | Stay: Hotel in Ho Chi Minh city | Transport: Car, Airplane

Bid farewell to the historic charm of Hue as you prepare for your journey to the bustling metropolis of Ho Chi Minh City. After
enjoying breakfast at your hotel, you will be transferred to Phu Bai Airport for a 1.5-hour domestic flight south. This transition
offers a striking change in scenery and atmosphere, from ancient serenity to modern dynamism.
Upon your arrival at Ho Chi Minh City airport, a dedicated driver will be waiting to transfer you to your hotel located in the city
center. This efficient transfer ensures a smooth transition to your new accommodation, allowing you to settle in comfortably.
The afternoon is yours to unwind and relax after your journey. Alternatively, if you're feeling refreshed and eager to explore, you
can step out and begin to discover what this vibrant 'city that never sleeps' has to offer. The city center is rich with sights,
sounds, and experiences waiting to be uncovered at your own pace.
As evening approaches, consider enhancing your night out with optional suggestions such as a Saigon Night Life Tour by
Motorbike for an exhilarating urban adventure, a Dinner Cruise on the Saigon River for a romantic experience, or witnessing
the captivating A O Show Saigon for a cultural performance.
Activities: Enjoy breakfast at the hotel

Transfer to Phu Bai Airport

Fly from Hue to Ho Chi Minh City

Transfer from Ho Chi Minh City airport to hotel

Check into hotel in Ho Chi Minh City

Free time to relax or explore independently

Optional Saigon Night Life Tour by Motorbike

Optional Dinner Cruise on Saigon River
Optional A O Show Saigon Ticket
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Cu Chi Tunnels & Ho Chi Minh City Landmarks

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch | Stay: Hotel in Ho Chi Minh City | Transport: Car

After breakfast at your hotel, embark on an adventure to the Cu Chi Tunnels, a significant historical site located about 1.5 hours
from the city. Here, you'll delve into a part of the incredibly complex underground tunnel system, famously constructed and
utilized during the Vietham-American War. Upon arrival, travelers will watch a documentary film providing an introduction to the
tunnels' construction and their historical usage.
Next, you'll have the opportunity to navigate through a section of the intricate 136-mile underground network used by Viet Cong
soldiers, gaining a firsthand understanding of the challenging conditions. Witness displays of living quarters, meeting rooms,
weapon storage areas, and various dangerous traps. For those interested, a shooting range offers the chance to fire real
bullets with a selection of guns (additional fee applies). A light lunch will be served at a local restaurant with your group before
returning to Ho Chi Minh City.
The afternoon is dedicated to exploring the top must-visit sights of Ho Chi Minh City. Your first stop is the Independence
Palace, where the Viethamese Revolutionary Army achieved victory in 1975. This significant national monument houses many
historical displays and the former living residences of South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu. After approximately 1.5
hours of exploration, proceed to the Saigon Notre Dame Cathedral and Central Post Office, both iconic landmarks showcasing
excellent examples of French colonial architecture. (Note: Notre Dame Cathedral is under renovation until 2027, with visits
limited to its surroundings).
Continue your historical journey at the War Remnants Museum, which offers a poignant look at the First Indochina War and the
Vietnam War through powerful exhibits illustrating the futility and harsh impacts of conflict, including an American F5A jet
fighter. The sightseeing trip concludes with a drop-off at your hotel, leaving your evening free to discover the city's nightlife at
your leisure.
Activities: Travel to Cu Chi Tunnels

Watch a documentary about the tunnels

Explore the underground tunnel network

Witness displays of living quarters and traps

Optional shooting range experience (additional fee)

Enjoy a light lunch at a local restaurant

Visit Independence Palace

See Saigon Notre Dame Cathedral and Central Post Office (exterior)

Explore the War Remnants Museum
Return to hotel
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Mekong Delta Riverine Adventure

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch | Stay: Hotel in Ho Chi Minh City | Transport: Car, Boat

At 8:00 AM, depart from Ho Chi Minh City for Ben Tre Province, where your fascinating excursion into the Mekong Delta
begins. Your adventure seekers will first board a boat for a cruise along the Ham Luong River. This offers an incredible
experience, allowing you to take in the beautiful scenery and observe the rustic daily life along the riverside landscapes.
You'll also have the opportunity to visit local workshops, witnessing the traditional process of creating coconut products and the
intricate art of mat weaving. Following this, enjoy a leisurely stroll through a local village, providing a deeper insight into the
local culture and community up close. A unique highlight is a ride on a 'Xe Loi," a motorized rickshaw, offering a fun and
memorable way to traverse the countryside.
A delicious lunch featuring local dishes will be served at noon. Food lovers will particularly enjoy the opportunity to taste the
deep-fried elephant earfish, a culinary specialty and a memorable highlight of the trip. The afternoon continues with a serene
sampan trip along the narrow canals, offering a peaceful and enjoyable journey through the Mekong Delta's waterways,
surrounded by the sights and sounds of rural life.
After this immersive experience, you will travel back to Ho Chi Minh City, where you can relax for the remainder of the day,
reflecting on the tranquil beauty and local charm of the Mekong Delta.
Activities: Travel from Ho Chi Minh City to Ben Tre Province

Cruise along the Ham Luong River

Visit local coconut product and mat weaving workshops

Stroll through a local village

Experience a "Xe Loi' motorized rickshaw ride

Enjoy a local lunch, including deep-fried elephant earfish

Take a sampan trip along narrow canals
Return to Ho Chi Minh City

Ho Chi Minh City Departure

Meals: Breakfast

On your final morning in Vietnam, enjoy breakfast at your hotel in Ho Chi Minh City. This time is also allocated for you to pack
your luggage and savor your last moments in this vibrant metropolis. Depending on your scheduled flight time, our dedicated
driver will provide a timely transfer to the airport, ensuring a smooth departure.
Hotel check-out is typically by 12:00 PM. Should you require a later check-out time, arrangements can often be made directly
with the hotel, though a surcharge may apply. Reflect on the incredible journey you've experienced, from the historical depths
of Hanoi to the natural wonders of Ha Long Bay, the cultural richness of Hoi An and Hue, and the dynamic energy of Ho Chi
Minh City and the Mekong Delta.
Activities: Enjoy breakfast at the hotel

Pack luggage

Free time in Ho Chi Minh City
Transfer to the airport for departure
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I WHAT'S INCLUDED

INCLUDED NOT INCLUDED

v 11 Breakfasts, 4 Lunches, 1 Brunch, 1 Dinner.

v All ground transportation in air-conditioned vehicles as per
itinerary.

v Domestic flights: Hanoi — Da Nang and Hue — Ho Chi
Minh City.

v Overnight accommodation in hotels (10 nights) and on a
cruise (1 night).

v Local English-speaking guides for all in-tour activities.
v Entrance fees to all sites mentioned in the itinerary.

v Airport pick-up and drop-off services.

I PRICE INCLUDES

11 Breakfasts, 4 Lunches, 1 Brunch, 1 Dinner.

All ground transportation in air-conditioned vehicles as per itinerary.
Domestic flights: Hanoi — Da Nang and Hue — Ho Chi Minh City.
Overnight accommodation in hotels (10 nights) and on a cruise (1 night).
Local English-speaking guides for all in-tour activities.

Entrance fees to all sites mentioned in the itinerary.

< < < < < < <

Airport pick-up and drop-off services.

AVAILABLE DEPARTURES

Departure Date Return Date Price / Person Availability Languages
27 Jun 2026 08 Jul 2026 usD 1,179 Available -
01 Jul 2026 12 Jul 2026 usD 1,179 Available -
04 Jul 2026 15 Jul 2026 usD 1,179 Available -
08 Jul 2026 19 Jul 2026 usD 1,179 Available -
11 Jul 2026 22 Jul 2026 usD 1,179 Available -
15 Jul 2026 26 Jul 2026 usD 1,179 Available -
18 Jul 2026 29 Jul 2026 usD 1,179 Available -
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Departure Date Return Date Price / Person Availability Languages
22 Jul 2026 02 Aug 2026 usD 1,179 Available -
25 Jul 2026 05 Aug 2026 uUsD 1,179 Available -
29 Jul 2026 09 Aug 2026 usD 1,179 Available -
01 Aug 2026 12 Aug 2026 usD 1,179 Available -
05 Aug 2026 16 Aug 2026 usD 1,179 Available -

I CANCELLATION POLICY

Tour Code: IMP-4BE3400DD5D8
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